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Budgets are always difficult to manage with all the competing interests and needs of a

modern fire department.  I t is sometimes more difficult to assess the effectiv eness of

occupancy inspections while there is little doub t ab out the effectiv eness of ex tinguishing

a b laz e.  H owev er, the v alidity of a prev ention program is reflected in the reduced

numb er of fires and casualties ov er time.

C hange within the prev ention department is also difficult especially when the current

process is seen as v alid and not req uiring any operational changes.  D epartments need

effectiv e leadership to identify the gaps in the inspection process and communicate the

b enefits of digital data collection.  H owev er with the dev elopment of occupancy data

collection software and mob ile computers, inspectors are ab le to do more with less

effort and increased accuracy.

T he b enefits include:

• Being ab le to complete more inspections within the same time frame.  A s the 

inspections are completed digitally, inspectors can update the department’s electronic 

records b y synching throughout the day or at the end of each shift.  A s the re-k eying 

task  is eliminated inspectors spend more time doing inspections.

• Information accuracy and consistency.  A s all inspectors are work ing with the same 

mob ile information through the use of pre-defined pick  lists, errors are v irtually 

eliminated and data entry clerk s do not need to “ interpret”  inspector notes.

• Better reporting.  O ccupancy information is digital and can b e q ueried to gather 

statistical and anecdotal information to satisfy reporting req uirements.

• E liminating the need for clerical support for data entry allows the department to 

manage those sav ings and direct them to suppression or pub lic safety campaigns.

• C ode and department information changes are q uick ly deployed electronically to all 

users from the shared data b ase.

• C arry the code b ook  electronically with full search capab ilities.  

• V iolation reports can b e printed in the field using portab le printers.

• C ollect more occupancy information using pick  lists reduces risk  for occupants and the suppression team.  

W e k now from our clients the adoption of software to complete occupancy inspections is b eneficial for b oth the department and the community.

T he department is presented to the community as b eing technically smart and deliv ering a professional serv ice and the community is made safer

through the identification of fire dangers and code v iolations.  F ire inspection helps the community help itself and significantly reduces loss of 

property and liv es caused b y fire. 

B u d g e tin g  fo r m o b ile  fire  in s p e c tio n
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